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The Risks of Caution

A global view on sustainability, providing a look 
behind the smoke screens of public policies, incl.:
•Absolutism, economic crisis & imperialism: 
where sustainability came from
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where sustainability came from
•Political, social, developmental, economic, 
philosophical, gender, and science perspective
•European, US, Chinese and Latin American 
views

An IHDP endorsed project result
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14 authors from 7 countries in 3 continents:

Joan Martinez-Alier Tian Shi

Wolfgang Sachs Joachim Spangenberg
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Wolfgang Sachs Joachim Spangenberg

Alain Lipietz Jane Roddick †

Sabine Hofmeister Ines Weller

Jill Jaeger Frieder Otto Wolf

Meike Spitzner Jamil Brownsson
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The Risks of Caution

Part I: Sustainability policy - the roots 
The 18th century origin – Policy conflicts behind UNCED - From Rio to 
Jo’burg and beyond
Part II: The present sustainability discourse
•Social, economic and institutional sustainability 

���
$%����
$%�&

�&

� ��������
��������
 '��
��
��'��
��
��

��������	
����
������������
������	����
��������� �� �	
����� ������

•Liberation and/or Sustainable Development? 
•Sustainability science: an integrative concept
•“Blind Spots” from and for Gender Perspectives
•Alternatives to androcentric concepts 
Part III: Global perspectives
• Unequal exchange and global environmental debt 
• American dreams – no need for sustainability 
• Chinese cultural construction of harmony 


